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THE CULBERTSON MANSION
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STATUS
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

HISTORIC NI|/\t ALBANY, INCORPORATED
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D ESCRIPTION

CON D IT ION
Ll trxceilenl kl Go"a T

I Alrered
(Check One)

ffi Unoltered
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND (iI known) pHystcAL

(Check One)

l] Deterioroted

APPEARANCE

LJ Kurns Ll Unexposed

(Check One)

fl Moved ffi Originol Site

The 26-room Culbertson Mansion is located on a large corner site whichoriginally sloped uninterrupted down to the 0hio River.

Its basic dimensions are sixty feet by seventy feet with central entrancefoygl leading into a large nail with in eightLen foot f.itigree-eogeocejl ing contain'ing a .magn"if icent three-sto"v iiuircase witi iinely canvedmahogany and rosewood newel and rails is cantilevered from the walls.Its.multiple castiron piazzas, which like the cresting o; b;t; and rooflighten the solid masses of the walls, proviJeJ'u..ur. to the views on allsides.. Although the layout of the rrousb is nisically symmetrical, thediversity of interjor spaces is reflected on ihu exterior in a bold combina-tion of c'ircular.and. rectangular features, alimixeO by the great curved baythat rises over the ball room and marks the-projecting.0"n6.-oi ttr.structure. Its form is echoed in_smaller bays,'the Aefiiaie rhythm of thearcadded parlor porch, the smoothly arched w"inaow frames, the serpentine
I inrestone 

',ora1 k approachi ng the ri c"hty embel r i lrreo .ni.in.., ir.,.-rusr.rbrackets of the cornice, ind even the hoods of the chimneyi. in spite ofthe picturesquely irregular massinS), the effect of the wfrbie.is unified byconsistencv of scale and detail, and by the cast'iron balustrade that tiestogether the broken skyline. The concive slope of the Mansard roof iscounter-balanced by the still-surviv'ing scallbped slates. The overalleffect is.highly Baroque without the lack of discipline that io oftencharacterizes provincial manifestations of the secbnd rmpiie iivre.
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The interior is equally intpressive. A vesiibule I jned with Minton tile
l.?a: directly into the long, narrow central hall that i*..pt upward in the'ivristed staircase at the fai end. The hall is flanked to tijre right by theparlor rvith its curved bay and ample dining room, and to the leri uy tfreballroom (perhaps originally used also as irre roimat part;;i. 

*ir,it"magni-
ficent room, vrith its twin marble mantelpieces and a transverse bay br6akingits lengtil, retains_the original painted'ce.i1 ing, framed in fi1 igreeoplaster moldings. . The cei'ling's -potpourri of P6mpeii-inspired aiabesques,cupids'heads, and naturalistic fioril elements is spectaturar even for theperiod. Along with the chanderier medallions, gilt iler-giuir.i, andwindow-corn'ices, it is remarkably well-preserved.

Beyond the climactic ballroom lies a library probably added and certainly
decorateC at a later period (like certain fLatures of t.he other rooms, suchas the din'ing-room overmantel ), perhaps for the wedd.ing of a culbertson
daughter in .l883. Fine incised and inlajd woodwork and angular Easgake-inspired details mark this phase. The many and spatially iaried upstairs
chambers are suitably genenous 'in scale ani ornamentation. The sturclystructure of l3-inch-thick brick walls is revealed in the massive founda-tlolt:,and support]ng partitions of the basemeni, which js used for displayof kitchen and other domestic implements. Throughout the house, with its
hardwood parquet floors arid even its quarter-inc6-thjck luy." oi charac-teristic New Albany plate g]ass laid over the watertable io p.euent the rjseof moisture through the walls, the craftsmanship.is of a high order. The
house has been restored to much of its original'grand"r" upfiropriately
fUfnished- and wo'l'l mninlainad hrr lJic*nnia trta.., A-th.^., Th^
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The l^l. S. Culbertson Mansjon was built as the palatial home of one of the
leading industrialists, financjers, and philanthropjsts (or "capitaiists,"
as they were called at the time) of New Albany, which a decade before had
been the largest city 'in Indiana. The Culbertson fortune was establjshed
when the price of cotton goods sky-rocketed during the War between the
States. l^J. S. Culbertson and John Culbertson bought fifty carloads of
cotton goods for shjpment to England. Arrival in New York found few ships
gojng out to sea due to Confederate crusjers and all warehouses overflow-
ing. During its return to New Albany cotton goods became a very scarce
article. Cotton was not grown in the south, for all the men.were out
fighting, and in the north most of the mills had stopped" The wheel of
fortune took a turn and rolledits little balls into the right holes and
the price of cotton goods went up amazingly while the fifty carloads were
on there way home to New Albany. The mansjon reflects the opulence of an
era which still felt the effects of the "Golden Fjft'ies" yet strove to keep
up with the latest innovatjons in fashion. Built just after the Civil l,Jar,
in l868, at a reputed cost of $.l20,000, for drygoods magnate Culbertson,
the house provides the climax in s'ize, elaboration, and stylishness to the
impressive serjes of l9th-century quasi-subunban villas that survives on
New Albany's l4a'in Street, many of them recent'ly jmproved and restored.
Although attributed to a local carpenter-architect named Banes, the design
js of great sophisticatjon'in sit'ing, massing, plan, interior spatial
relationsh'ips, and distribution of ornament which, though lavish 'in detail,
'is relatively restrained in placement. The building is in jts own right a

superb example of the French Second Empire manner as adapted for resi-
dential arch'itecture in the United States, and an indication of the
rapidjty of diffusion of Continental and East Coast fashions'in the Middle
West. In its present form the Culbertson Mans'ion is an unsurpassed
representat'ion of the splendor of the 0hio river towns in their heyday,
and of the "Gi1d'ed Age" during the first wave of post-Civi1 War prosperity.
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STATE:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I-aw

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service' The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National I State E Local tl

I hereby certify that

Nationa 1 Register-

this propertY is included in the

Chiet, Office of Atcheology and Histotic Preservation
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